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spreading, and the labourer's children will soon be
there. 'Yes/ said one, 'schools are most harmful/ A
member of this group, not the last speaker, is one of the
keenest farmers and best co-operators in the district,
and his record and character are so typical of much that
is best in the Punjab village that he deserves more than
a passing word. A Seyyed and the owner of 800 acres
(only 150 under cultivation), he is the president of one
of the oldest Banking Unions in the province. No one
in the Punjab, and probably no one in India, can have
been associated longer with the co-operative movement,
for he was secretary to a society started near here by Sir
Edward Maclagan and Captain Crosthwaite in 1895,
some years before the first Co-operative Societies Act
was passed. And he has been 'co-operating' ever since,
though, owing to the nature of the neighbourhood,
with less success than his perseverance deserves. He
has not had much education in the modern sense of the
word and speaks no English, but thanks to a shrewd
common sense and a certain force of character he has
achieved far more than the average graduate of to-day.
A good example of his character is this. An official was
charged with dishonesty. The case turned upon a docu-
ment which happened to be in the Seyyed's possession.
The official had powerful friends, some of whom did
their best to help him. Three or four came to the
Seyyed and said (I give the story in the Seyyed's own
words): cBe wise and give up the receipt/ A lawyer
urged: 'Conceal the receipt and let your statement be a
little false/ The official's father, a man of position,
came by night and begged for the document. Finally,
when it had been handed over to the authorities and the
case was decided, neighbours and influential acquain-
tances taunted him with what he had done. And what
he had done was to get a rogue dismissed. The story
illustrates the difficulties of straight dealing in village
life.

Who taught you to speak the truth, I asked, for few